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PATENT REMEDIES.

The Report of the Select Committee of the House
of Commons on patent remedies was issued as

we were going to press. This important document
finds that the existing law offers no check to gross
abuse of the public, and recommends the creation
of a Government department to regulate the adver-
tisement and sale of secret and proprietary medi-
cines and appliances.

ANTITYPHOID INOCULATION IN WAR
TIME.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-It is to be hoped that the widest possible
attention will be drawn to the important letter of
Colonel Sir W. B. Leishman in THE LANCET of
August 22nd. His statement that even now in the
time of war " antityphoid inoculation remains,
unfortunately, on a voluntary basis in our army 

"

is an astonishing admission. It is difficult to
believe that such a state of affairs will be permitted
to continue once the medical profession and the
public are made clearly aware of its existence.

Sir W. B. Leishman quotes figures to show the
value of antityphoid inoculation, but the matter is
one which requires no discussion at the present
time. The facts are indisputable, and they are plain
enough to be within the comprehension of every
intelligent person. There is no kind of question that
inoculation properly carried out is protective against
typhoid fever. There is equally no question that
casualties from typhoid fever among unprotected
troops may acquire an importance at least as great
as that of casualties from wounds. And as Sir
W. B. Leishman points out it is hardly less certain
that among the troops which will be collected in
large camps at home a similar danger of wide-

spread epidemic typhoid fever will arise.
Surely, on this account alone it is high time that

the Army Medical Department should be empowered
to insist upon compulsory inoculation. That they
should in time of war be required to proceed by
"persuading officers and men " is well-nigh incom-
prehensible. It is also necessary to direct atten-
tion to the fact that typhoid fever is not the only
epidemic disease, nor the most serious, which an
army in the field has reason to fear. Cholera is
more severe, and dysentery may prove more intract-
able. Either of these diseases may well make its
appearance in the course of a war which involves
the greater part of the continent of Europe, and
in which troops from Russia and from the Balkans
will continue to be engaged. In the case of both
diseases there is evidence that a degree of protec-
tion can be conferred by means of suitable vaccines.
Without entering here into a discussion of the

question of dysentery, about which it might be
held by some that uncertainty remains, it may be
stated with confidence that the necessary inocula-
tions against cholera and typhoid could be carried
through on each unit within about a month without
occasioning on an average the loss of more than
four or five separate days s of military training.
In the majority of cases each inoculation causes at
most a day’s slight indisposition, while the diseases
themselves would mean in many cases the death
of the man, and in very many more his loss
as an effective. It is evident that any con-

siderable loss of effectives from diseases against

which protective inoculation is available must
be regarded as to a great extent an avoidable
and unnecessary loss. Surely, even from purely
military considerations, it cannot be permitted
that our relatively slender forces should be

subjected to avoidable losses. Accordingly, it
appears desirable that the appeal issued by Sir
W. B. Leishman should be supported in the
strongest possible manner by the profession, and
that no effort should be spared to emphasise the
necessity of rendering protective inoculation com-
pulsory throughout the army.
The labour involved in carrying out a thorough

scheme would certainly be heavy. But there are
besides the Lister Institute a considerable number
of university and hospital institutions in the country
capable of giving assistance. These no doubt
would gladly help if required in a task of such
importance.-We are, Sir, yours faithfully,

G. DREYER.
E. W. AINLEY WALKER.

Department of Pathology, University of Oxford,
August 25th, 1914.

THE WAR.

THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN PARIS.

ONE of our Paris correspondents has sent us the
following notes on existing conditions in Paris
three weeks after mobilisation. The notes show
how the war has affected the normal life of the city
and indicate the preparations which have been
made to cope with the tremendous demands made
on general and civic resources.

Paris, August 24th.
During the first days after war was declared there was the

inevitable fear of a shortage in the food-supply. A vivid
memory of the privations of 1870 caused a rush to the
provision shops and the entire stock of the larger groceries
was bought up. Owing to the numbers of horses and vans
requisitioned for military movements it was impossible to
replace the supplies at once, and for a few days it was
difficult to get sugar, salt, potatoes, and flour. A rumour
that the number of mobilised men in the gas works would
oblige the authorities to curtail the supply of gas caused a
demand for petrol and wood alcohol. The difficulty of

transport, especially from directions east of Paris, limited the
supply of milk for a few days, but only in certain quarters.
Families with children were supplied first by order of the
Prefect of the Seine. Large quantities were refused to any
one person, and the milk had to be sent for instead of
being delivered, but in no case was it absolutely impossible
to obtain a small supply. By August 7th the supply was
again normal-in fact, the statistics show that 475,000 litres
of milk were brought into Paris in one day, which was

slightly in advance of the usual figure. In the department
of the Eure, where there is a larger supply than demand at
the moment, the farmers are giving two litres a day to every
poor family in the commune. The welfare of the coming
generation is always uppermost in the French mind, and
notices are constantly published urging the necessity for
boiling the milk for infants whose mothers are unable to
feed them.

The supply of meat has been more affected by the difficulty
of transport. There has been no lack of beef, but veal and
mutton were scarce both for the above-mentioned reason
and because the excessive heat mar1e provincial farmers fear
decomposition en ronte if they sent the meat to Paris. In
consequence the wholesale price of veal increased by 4d a
pound till August 19th, when traffic became more normal and
the prices accordingly fell. Mutton is still slightly dearer
owing to the fact that the home supply has diminished for
the last two or three years. The very poor have suffered from
the diminution in the supply of horseflesh, for it seems that

only about half the usual number of horses each day are
now sent to the abattoirs as all the animals not requisitioned
are being used by the country people to bring in the harvest
and vintage. Fresh fish was unobtainable during the


